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0GC 7-183

30 Octoberx 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Diyector (Plans)

Deputy Directer igence)
Genaral Counssl
Direector of 3

SUBJECT: . Amendment of Executive Order Neo. 10501
of November 5, 1953, Relating te Safeguarding
Ofiicial Information tn the Interssts of the
Defense of the United States

1. The Bureau of the Budget has ferwarded for Ageacy
comment a propessd Amendment of izecutive Order 10301, The
lettey fzom the Buzeau of the Budget also included s prepesed
Memorandurn for the Heads of All Departments and Ageucies and
a letter from the Atterney General to the Buresu of the Budget
dated 11 October 1957, both relating te Executive Order 10501,

2. In order for this Office to conselidate Agency views,
it is requested that your office furnish commaents or suggestions
to the undersigned prior to 14 Novembar 1937,

—

JOMN S. WARNER
legislative Counsel

Attachwents - 3

cc: Deputy Director (Support)
ofLleg. C. Subject w\Bassic

Leg. C. Chrono.
-eal ‘Jué:j'cor Sec. 3

OGC/LC:I5W imks
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0aC 7-1612a

- 1% Movesber 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Gounsel

SUBJRCT: Amendment of Exeeutive Order ¥o. 10501 of
November 5, 1953, Relating to auf-gwd%
Officisl Informatiom in the Interests of the
Defense of the United States, P

1. Pursuant to your request of 30 gstober 1957 I have revieved the
letter of the Attorney General to the Pirector of the Bureau o? the Bulget,
dated 11 October 1957, whieh contains four proposed changes in E.0. 10501
mduneomontmthuinthemsetrorﬂsthmin. The first three
yroposals come from ihe Interdepartumental Comittes on Internal Beourity
(1618) under suthority of the Nationsl Seeurity Council.

A. The first proposal would yeruit sgencies wbich &o not
pave suthority for origimal classification under E.0. 10501 (and
therefore may not declassify) to have declassification ty
if they formerly had clsssification suthority under E,0. 10890,
which was revoked by %.,0. 10501,

%: This epparently would merely permit the agencies
concex declassify old materisl. We would have no objection
to this.

B. The second proposal would pormit confidential defense
material to be trensmitted within the United States by first-
class mail.

Comuent: This would appesr to be & sescurity policy matter

B e

and presents no legal problen. We would have mo ob jection.

C. The third proposal suggests the pddition of the Fars
Credit Administration and the Yedersl Coal Mine Sefety Board of
Review to the 1list of the tvanty-oight egencies which are without
original classification suthority.

Comments This is strietly an adainistrative determinstion in

vhich ve appear to have no interest. It presents wo legal problem
and ve would have no objection.
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D. The fowrth proposed ebangs is explained in detail in the
Attorney General's letter but briefly it 1s a proposal dy the Dup
ment of State to peruit access to classified defense informaties by
persons whose duties require access "in the national interest” '
rather then "in the interest of promoting mstional defense.” The
State Depertment spegifically wishes this for use by researchers in
connection with vork on the "Princetom gollection of DPulles Papers.”
The Bepartment of Defense opposea this snd the ICIS has not scted on
it. The Attornmey General comments that the present language precludes
acqgess to defense information for pwrposes vhich, wvhile promoting
the general welfare, do not strictly pertain to national defense.

He states this applies equally to government offieials and employees
and to private individuals, ,

Comaent: This also is & matter of security policy and would
appear to present no legal problem; however, I feel that we should
have no objection to the Attorney Genersal's proposal and as & matter
of fact the proposed broadening of the language may even be deneficial.

2. In view of the foregoing I feel that this Office abould have no
obJection to the proposed Executive Order and memorandum which are attached
to the Attorney General's letter,

Assistant Genersl Counsel
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